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SFMOMA ACQUIRES IMPORTANT WORK BY ANN HAMILTON

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) is @das announce the acquisition of the wiordigo
blue by artist Ann Hamilton. Conceived in 1991 as a site-§ipanistallation for the Spoleto Festival in
Charleston, South Carolineadigo bluewas inspired by the region’s labor history of producinggadboth a
plant and a dye), inextricably bound to its plantation esgn Althoughindigo blueis indelibly linked to its
original site, its re-creation at SFMOMA representsflind nature of the artist’s practice and the worlbdity
to accrue new meaning over time rather than remainingaeatty or contextually finite. The work will be on
view at SFMOMA until October 8, 2007.

Indigo blueis comprised of some 18,000 pieces of used, blue workedlditiat are folded and piled on a
steel-and-wood platform. In front of the platform areamden table and stool where an attendant sits and erases
text from a book titlednternational Law Situationgpublished by the Naval War College, exemplifying
Hamilton’s incorporation of an active, physical ese within her work. The attendant moistens an eveitier
saliva, rubs out lines of text, and allows the erasiagé to accumulate into a pile at the book’s edge. Hamilto
has described this activity as a way of “using the liodg-mark history—taking the mechanically reproduced
text and replacing it with the mark of the body.” Therkvalso acts as a surrogate voice for the anonymous
laborers represented by the mountain of blue unifornzgddcbehind the work table.

Hamilton typically engages participants in the unmakihgome component in her installations, whether
through acts of erasure, burning, or emptying. The pertorenactions of the body are an essential aspect of
Hamilton’s work, investing the piece with an elemeiduthorship. The activity imdigo blue in particular,
speaks to how traces of the human body have the potenpaiticipate in the rewriting of a history.

The artist’s interest in the history of American lab@as an underlying motivation behind the creation of this
work, and she has read extensively about labor isseedte years. Howard Zinn/ People’s History of the
United State$1980) provided a specific source of inspiration. Hamiltodes “on the uniforms of anonymous
‘blue-collar’ workers, whose names, for the most pae,lost from written histories,” curator Joan Sirhers
noted.

Taken together, all of the materialsindigo bluepoint to the artist’s interest in process and haw litound
to notions of time: the process of developing andrakting the piece, including sourcing and arranging
materials; the lifecycle of the clothing, suggestedhgydarments’ various states of wear; and the prccésae

are demonstrated and implied through the act of unmakingn@yasgiven objectndigo blueembodies the
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artist’s abiding concerns with how material realif@ssess temporal qualities, or how changes in organic or

cultural matter can speak to forgotten or overlooketbhés and inform our perception over time.

OBJECT INFORMATION

Ann Hamilton

indigo blue 1991/2007

Blue work clothing, steel-and-wood platform, wood tableols lamp, light bulb, books (military regulation
manuals, blue bindings), Pink Pearl erasers, particgrasing lines of text in the books
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Museum hours: Open daily (except Wednesdays): 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; ogefHatsdays, until 8:45 p.m. Summer hours
(Memorial Day to Labor Day): Open at 10 a.m. Closed Wsdkgs and the following public holidays: New Year's Day,
Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, Christmas. The Museum is tpeiednesday between Christmas and New Year's Day.

Koret Visitor Education Center: Open daily (except Wednesdays): 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; opefhatedays, until 8:30
p-m. Summer hours: Open at 10 a.m.

Admission prices. Adults $12.50; seniors $8; students $7. SFMOMA members altileshil2 and under are admitted free.
Thursday evenings after 6 p.m. admission is half-price. if$teTuesday of each month admission is free.

SFMOMA is easily accessible by Muni, BART, Golden Gatanibit, SamTrans, and Caltrain. Hourly, daily, and monthly
parking is available at the SFMOMA Garage at 147 Mirtnee® For parking information, call 415.348.0971.

Visit our Web site at www.sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for mor e infor mation.

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is supported by & laroay of contributors who are committed to helping
advance its mission as a dynamic center for modern and quorEmy art. Major annual support is provided by the Koret
Foundation Funds, Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr. Fund, and Gratte farts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund. KidstART free
admission for children 12 and under is made possible by Clgaftegab & Co. Inc. Thursday evening half-price admission is
sponsored by Banana Republic.



