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SFMOMA PRESENTS 

BEYOND REAL: SURREALIST PHOTOGRAPHY AND SCULPTURE 
FROM BAY AREA COLLECTIONS  

 

From March 23 through May 21, 2006, the San Francisco Museum of 

Modern Art (SFMOMA) will present Beyond Real: Surrealist 

Photography and Sculpture from Bay Area Collections, in conjunction 

with the exhibition The Surreal Calder, on view during the same period. 

Beyond Real includes more than 200 photographs and sculptures by 

artists such as Hans Bellmer, Claude Cahun, Dora Maar, and Man Ray, as 

well as surrealist-inflected work by contemporary artists Bruce Conner, 

Annette Messager, Cindy Sherman, Hiroshi Sugimoto, and others. The 

exhibition is co-organized by Sandra S. Phillips, SFMOMA’s senior 

curator of photography, and Corey Keller, assistant curator of 

photography, and is drawn from SFMOMA’s rich surrealist holdings as 

well as private Bay Area collections. 

Says Keller, “The Bay Area has turned out to be a treasure trove of surrealist objects, and it is a thrill to be able to 

bring them together and set them in dialogue with work from SFMOMA’s collection.” 

Though Surrealism began as a literary movement in the early 1920s, visual artists quickly began to explore the 

psychological interests and revolutionary methods of their literary colleagues. Photography, with its inherent ability to 

transform the everyday into the extraordinary, quickly emerged as a central and extremely fertile mode of surrealist 

expression. Beyond Real will consider Surrealism as a historical artistic and political movement, while also tracing the 

powerful influence surrealist ideas have had on contemporary artists. 

The exhibition will open with an installation of photographs, sculptures, and assemblages by Marcel Duchamp and 

Man Ray, offering an introduction to some of the key themes for the surrealist movement, and will consider the 

relationship of Surrealism to the artistic concerns of earlier Dada artists. It also will present an overview of surrealist 

photographers’ radically experimental techniques—including photocollage, solarization, and brûlage—as well as their 

fantastic subject matter. Sculptures, such as Joseph Cornell’s assemblage boxes, will be juxtaposed with photographs by 

artists such as Ilse Bing to provide an expanded look at the surrealist interest in the objet trouvé, or found object. 
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The exhibition will go on to explore the ways certain surrealist themes—the interest in the doll or mannequin as a 

playful or grotesque stand-in for the human subject, for example—have re-emerged in contemporary artistic practice 

and will draw connections between such historical works as Hans Bellmer’s series La Poupée and more recent works by 

Cindy Sherman and Valerie Bélin. Also featured will be works by Eugène Atget, who neither belonged to the surrealist 

movement nor considered himself an artist, but in whose photographs of empty streets and shop-window mannequins 

the Surrealists found affinities with their own vision. The exhibition will conclude with a look at the migration of 

surrealist ideas across Europe and into the Americas, and the subtle mutations these ideas underwent in the work of 

artists like Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Ralph Meatyard, and Frederick Sommer. 

Beyond Real: Surrealist Photography and Sculpture from Bay Area Collections is organized by the San Francisco 

Museum of Modern Art and is generously supported by Carla Emil and Rich Silverstein. 

 
*  *  * 

Museum hours: Open daily (except Wednesdays): 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 8:45 p.m. Summer hours 
(Memorial Day to Labor Day): Open at 10 a.m. Closed Wednesdays and the following public holidays: New Year’s Day, Fourth of 
July, Thanksgiving, Christmas. 
Koret Visitor Education Center: Open daily (except Wednesdays): 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 8:30 p.m. 
Summer hours: Open at 10 a.m. 
 
Admission prices: Adults $12.50; seniors $8; students $7. SFMOMA members and children 12 and under are admitted free. 
Thursday evenings after 6 p.m. admission is half-price. The first Tuesday of each month admission is free. 
 
SFMOMA is easily accessible by Muni, BART, Golden Gate Transit, SamTrans, and Caltrain. Hourly, daily, and monthly parking is 
available at the SFMOMA Garage at 147 Minna Street. For parking information, call 415.348.0971. 
 

Visit our Web site at www.sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information. 
 
The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is a private, not-for-profit institution supported by its members; individual contributors; 
corporate and foundation support; foreign, federal, state, and city government grants; and admission revenues. Annual programming 
is sustained through the generosity of Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, the James Irvine Foundation, and the Koret 
Foundation Funds. KidstART free admission for children 12 and under is made possible by Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. Thursday 
evening half-price admission is sponsored by Banana Republic. Reduced admission for seniors is sponsored by SBC. 
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