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SFMOMA PRESENTS MEDIA WORKS BY STEVE MCQUEEN
AND PETER SARKISIAN

From November 10, 2005, to May 21, 2006, the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art (SFMOMA) will present the exhibition Double Feature: Steve
McQueen and Peter Sarkisian. Organized by Benjamin Weil, SFMOMA’s
adjunct curator of media arts, the exhibition features two works—Drumroll
(1998) by Steve McQueen and Dusted (1998) by Peter Sarkisian—drawn from
SFMOMA’s collection. Double Feature, an exhibition format initiated by
SFMOMA'’s Department of Media Arts, aims to create a dialogue between two
artists’ projects, presenting them side by side to reveal affinities and provoke
unexpected associations.

Drumproll and Dusted both address concerns related to the notion of the real

and the mediated, marking the shift that occurs with the introduction of video as

a means to record reality. Both works investigate the privilege inherent in the Peter Sarkisian, Dusted, 1998; mixed
. . .. . ) . . media and video projection; Collection
technologically mediated gaze. The visitor experiences multiple viewpoints SFMOMA.

simultaneously—an impossibility without mechanical assistance. The camera
becomes a third eye.

Sarkisian’s Dusted, a five-channel video projection, plays off the idea of representation as the illusion of the
real, confronting the viewer’s voyeuristic complicity in gazing at naked bodies entrapped in a glass box. Sarkisian is
known for his three-dimensional sensory environments, which combine sound, image, and form to create an
alternate reality. In this case, a glass cube seems to contain two naked individuals (a man and a woman) whose
presence is revealed gradually as they move inside the space, and clean the dust from the glass surface, transferring
it to their own bodies. The illusion of bodily presence is enhanced by the multiple projections—each panel presents
a different angle on the figures, with all five videos synchronized to suggest three-dimensional movement.

McQueen’s Drumroll was created using an open-ended barrel fitted with three cameras that the artist pushed

along the streets and sidewalks of Manhattan. The spinning views of New York City recorded from the three camera
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angles are presented as a triptych. The work combines the artist’s interest in performance art, improvisation, music,
the tradition of film, and the cinematic experience.

Sarkisian juxtaposes the mediated (the projection) and the real (the sculpture) to create a hybrid object.
McQueen explores cinematic technique as a seductive means of reprocessing reality; the sculptural object is not
physically present in his work, but it is fundamental to his rendering of street life. The two works offer
complimentary outside-in and an inside-out viewpoints, allowing the visitor to ponder where to draw the line of
reality.

This is the first time both works are installed at SFMOMA.

On Thursday, November 10 at 7 p.m., SFMOMA’s Education Department will present a talk with the artists

and exhibition curator Benjamin Weil.

* * *

Museum hours: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 8:45 p.m. Summer hours
(Memorial Day to Labor Day): Open at 10 a.m. Closed Wednesdays and the following public holidays: New Year’s Day, Fourth
of July, Thanksgiving, Christmas.

Koret Visitor Education Center: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 8:30 p.m.
Summer hours: Open at 10 a.m.

Admission prices: Adults $12.50; seniors $8; students $7. SFMOMA members and children 12 and under are admitted free.
Thursday evenings after 6 p.m. admission is half price. The first Tuesday of each month admission is free.

SFMOMA is easily accessible by Muni, BART, Golden Gate Transit, SamTrans, and Caltrain. Hourly, daily, and monthly
parking is available at the SFMOMA Garage at 147 Minna Street. For parking information, call 415.348.0971.

Visit our Web site at www.sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information.

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is a private, not-for-profit institution supported by its members; individual
contributors; corporate and foundation support; foreign, federal, state, and city government grants; and admission revenues.
Annual programming is sustained through the generosity of Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, the James Irvine
Foundation, and the Koret Foundation. KidstART free admission for children 12 and under is made possible by Charles Schwab
& Co., Inc. Thursday evening half-price admission is sponsored by Banana Republic. Reduced admission for seniors is sponsored
by SBC.



